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ANNUAL ANTARCTIC SEASON OPENING 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE CONSUL GENERAL OF ITALY 

(HOBART, OCTOBER 3, 2023) 

Dear Anna Reynolds, Lord Mayor of the City of Hobart  

Dear Elected members of the City of Hobart 

Dear Jonathon Duniam, Senator for Tasmania in the Parliament of Australia  

Dear Executives from the City of Hobart, from State Government and from the 
Australian Antarctic Division  

Dear Australian Expeditioners  

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen  

Care Amiche e Cari Amici dell’Italia   

Also on behalf of the Ambassador of Italy to Australia, H.E. Paolo Crudele, it is 
my distinct pleasure to be here with you today to inaugurate the annual 
Antarctic Season in Hobart, Australia’s Antarctic Gateway  

Allow me to start by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of this Country and 
recognize Aboriginal people’s continuing connection to Land, Sea, Waterways, 
Sky and Culture and pay my respects to Elders past and present, and also 
acknowledge our Aboriginal colleagues who are present here today 

On behalf of us all, I would like to offer the Acknowledgement also in Italian as 
an appropriate opening statement for an event celebrating the strong bond 
between Italy and Lutruwita  

Riconosciamo i custodi tradizionali di questo Paese e le popolazioni aborigine 
che assicurano la connessione continuativa con il territorio, il mare, il cielo e la 
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cultura e rendiamo omaggio ai loro Anziani, passati e presenti, ed estendiamo 
questo rispetto a tutti i colleghi aborigeni qui presenti 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

A few days ago, Giorgia Meloni, the Prime Minister of Italy (the first female 
Prime Minister of Italy’s parliamentary democracy), stood in front of the United 
Nations General Assembly  

She shared her sentiment of feeling deeply honoured to address such a 
distinguished audience, but she defined that honour not in terms of privilege 
but of responsibility  

Responsibility to speak the truth about the many complexities of the world we 
live in, which implies that the time has come to go beyond empty statements, 

that the time has come to adopt the right decisions, not only the easy ones,  

that the time has come to take action to address the many challenges posed by 
the new multipolar world  

It is against this background that I would like to deliver my remarks, because it 
is only by preserving our ability to deliver shared solutions to commons 
problems that we will be able to promote peace and security, enhance 
prosperity, and advance sustainability all around the globe 

In this context, with the aim to improve scientific and economic cooperation 
between Italy and Australia, I am particularly thankful to the Lord Mayor for this 
opportunity to present Italy’s commitment to Antarctica, discuss ways to 
engaging with Hobart as a Gateway City while developing joint activities on and 
around the ice  

Italy, ranking 6th in the International Science Ranking before countries like 
Japan, Canada and Australia, has a long history of polar science and polar 
exploration  

Everything starts in 1981 when Italy officially joins the Antarctic Treaty, 

initiates an increasingly relevant investment in resources, personnel and state 
of the art research achievements 

becomes active member of the main bodies of the Antarctic international 
community, namely   

The Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources  
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The Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals  

The Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research, a body that brings together 46 
countries and coordinates scientific research in the Antarctic area   

The vision underpinning Italy’s commitment to Antarctica is based on three 
assumptions: 

First: Antarctica is a unique and extremely fragile system that provides essential 
information on the past and the future of our planet. Being our common 
heritage, it is our collective responsibility to preserve it   

Second: Antarctica is an essential tool to deepen our knowledge of the climate 
system and ecosystems, and to monitor the climate changes taking place in the 
polar regions of the Southern Hemisphere  

Third: Antarctica is a critical platform to accommodate differences while 
developing new forms of international cooperation in a highly competitive 
environment 

Italy is well equipped to accomplish these tasks  

In over 30 years, Italian scientists produced significant results in many scientific 
sectors: from Biology to Astronomy, from Earth Sciences to Climatology and 
Oceanography 

Building upon these assumptions, the Italian Government established in 1985 a 
governmental research program (PNRA – Programma Nazionale di Ricerche in 
Antartide) with the aim to coordinate and ensure continuity to the Italian 
commitment in the Antarctic region 

Since then, the PNRA funds and coordinates the Italian activities in Antarctica 
while exploiting the human and technical capabilities of many universities and 
research institutions with 3 of them playing a role also in the governance of the 
PNRA: 

 1) CNR - the National Research Council, the largest Italian research 
institution, with more than 8000 scientists, coordinates the scientific 
activities 

 2) ENEA - the Italian National Agency for New Technologies, Energy and 
Sustainable Economic Development: is in charge of the management and 
maintenance of the two Italian Antarctic stations 
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 3) OGS – The National Institute of Oceanography and Applied Geoscience 
operates the Italian Icebreaker Laura Bassi  

Ladies and Gentlemen  

As many of you know, the Italian presence in Antarctica dates back to 1985 when 
the Mario Zucchelli base became fully operational 

The base is located on the Terra Nova Bay, in the Ross Sea at 15 m above sea 
level 

The base can host 83 people, mostly researchers and technical staff, and offer 
support to sea and inland expeditions 

In 2005 the Italian presence was increased with the inauguration of the 
Concordia station located on the Concordia plateau and shared with France 

The Concordia station is one of the only three permanent, all-year research 
stations on the Antarctic Plateau together with the Vostok Station (Russian) and 
the Amundsen–Scott South Pole Station (U.S.) at the Geographic South 

In the Antarctic winter of 2005, the first crew, made up of 13 people, inhabited 
the station all year round 

Since then the station has been continuously inhabited. The same year, on the 
Concordia plateau, the drilling activity run under the European project EPICA 
(European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica), the first ice core as deep as 3270 
m was extracted, providing information on the last 750.000 years of history of 
our climate and atmosphere 

During the 2019 Winter-over campaign, one of the crew members was the 
Australian-Italian material scientist Meganne Christian, who has been selected 
this year by the European Space Agency to be the first Australian woman 
astronaut ever 

Both Zucchelli and Concordia are on the Antarctica sectors that face Australia: 
Zucchelli lies in the sector claimed by New Zealand and Concordia lies in the 
sector claimed by Australia 

Ladies and Gentlemen  

Italy has recently renewed its fleet with the acquisition of the Laura Bassi 
icebreaker, which serves the two Italian scientific stations in Antarctica 
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The Laura Bassi is equipped as a rescue ship, carries out monitoring and scientific 
research activities and is one the few scientific icebreakers operating in 
Antarctica 

The vessel was acquired in 2019 and got the polar certificate in 2020, and can 
accommodate up to 50 scientists and 37 crew members 

Allow me here to draw your attention to the name of the vessel 

Originally inaugurated in July 1995, it has been renamed after Laura Maria 
Caterina Bassi Veratti, an Italian physicist and academic, the first woman in the 
world to have a doctorate in science, the second woman in the world to earn 
the Doctor of Philosophy degree 

Working at the University of Bologna, she was also the first salaried female 
teacher in a university worldwide and the first female member of an Academy 
of Sciences (Accademia delle Scienze dell'Istituto di Bologna in 1732)  

Female leadership at its best I would say  

Last year, and precisely the 31 of January the Italian icebreaker Laura Bassi 
reached a point located at 78° 44.280' S, in the Bay of Whales 

It is the southernmost point ever reached in the Ross Sea in Antarctica, and 
generally the southernmost point ever reached by a ship 

That was made possible by the exceptional low coverage of see ice last summer, 
situation that unfortunately will perhaps be no longer exceptional in the next 
years. So, the record will not last long! 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Since 1985 Italy finances research in Antarctica with an average of 23 million 
euros annually  

Over the years, the PNRA has carried out 38 Antarctic campaigns involving the 
Laura Bassi ship and the two stations  

The 2022-23 summer campaign lasted 4 months with the involvement of 240 
technicians and researchers in the field, and engaged in 50 research projects 
focused on atmospheric sciences, geology, paleoclimate, biology, oceanography 
and astronomy 

As usual the research activities have been conducted at the Mario Zucchelli and 
Concordia stations, on the Laura Bassi and at other bases 
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Several projects saw the cooperation with Australian scientists 

Allow me to mention a few: 

- the Italian/Australian marine geoscience research voyage to the George V Land 
sector of the East Antarctic continental margin carried out in 2000, on board of 
the of RV Tangaroa, involving 24 scientists from 13 institutions 

- the Italian/Australian research voyage on board the RV Investigator, carried 
out in 2017 in the offshore of the Totten Glacier, one of the most vulnerable ice 
streams to climate warming, along the East Antarctic margin 

- The flights operated by the Australian Antarctic Program in 2018 to the ice 
runaway, groomed by the Italian team on the sea-ice near Mario Zucchelli 
Station, that flew 220 Italian, French, Korean, German and New Zealand 
expeditioners to the Italian Station 

And many more collaborations, well grounded in Australia’s and Italy’s 
exceptionalism for their innovation and pioneering capacity, often arranged and 
managed by individual scientists, that produce every year significant scientific 
outputs 

This year, for instance, there are already 15 shared paper published with Italian 
and Tasmanian affiliations 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Enough now of background information on why Italy is your best partner to 
advance our joint effort to protect Antarctica while developing activities aimed 
at promoting Hobart as Gateway City  

The future is for us to design and is already around the corner 

Next year, Italy is bringing Laura Bassi to Hobart  

Under the leadership of my colleague Marco Lazzarino, the scientific attaché at 
the Italian Embassy in Canberra, who has also contributed to this speech, we are 
already planning activities aimed at maximising the impact of the stop also in 
terms of community involvement and leadership development, especially for 
girls and women in STEM 

I encourage you to be part of this journey  

Thank you for your attention! 


